Q: Why a Foster Care Program?

A: A crowded shelter housing a wide variety of aalsris not the best environment for the healthwaelitbeing of
every animal. Very young puppies and kittens néad for their developing immune systems to responehccines
that prevent diseases while pets recovering frgaryror illness need rest and supervision. Simjlaath animal pre-
sented at the shelter might be too timid for thenet environment, or housebroken to the point whitgén a dog
run creates considerable stress. Such animalgylthibiey are potentially excellent pets in the hosiaply do not
do well in the kennel. Foster care provides a né&dmsition to adoptable age or status by maimtgihuman con-
tact on an individual basis in a home environmbenshort, foster care helps make animals with spewseds more
adoptable.

Q: What animals need foster care?
A: Puppies, kittens, pregnant animals near terjuréwl or recovering animals and others who arenaditsuited to
kennel life are examples of animals with speciadse

Q: How does the Foster Care program work?

A: Foster caregivers make a contract agreementtivitiHumane Society for temporary care of the alighal'he
agreement is based on the animal's needs, mayynotaefine a specific time frame for the fostare; and spells
out responsibilities of both yourself and the Hum&wciety. You shelter and care for the animal; agrée to take
it to the vet for scheduled vaccinations, etc. Huenane Society remains the owner of the animal,iaemines back
to the shelter at the end of the foster care peifi@certain return date was agreed upon in dmgract agreement.

Q: Is the animal "up for adoption" while in my foster care?

A: The animal's adoption status depends both oariraals and on your agreement with the HumaneeBoci
Young animals are not adopted until weaned, ofsmuaind there is a 7-day waiting period for alhzais after arri-
val at the Humane Society before an animal bec@awaiable for adoption, as to allow any prior owteclaim
their dog or cat. However, if the animal is of atédyle age and adoptable status, they will stilupdor adoption
while in your care.

Q: How can the pet find a home if potential ownerslo not see it at the shelter?
A: Photos and descriptions of pets in foster homayg be on displayed at the kennel. In additionmats in foster
homes will be listed as adoptable animals on otfimuker page.

Q: If someone wants to adopt a pet in foster cardnow does it work?

A: Adoption takes place through the Humane Socegyanyone wanting to adopt a pet in your care mmadte ar-
rangements at the shelter. The Humane Societywiiaffontact you to make arrangements for interdsieople to
see the animal at your convenience.

Q: Do | need special facilities?
A: Not necessarily special, but facilities appragpeifor the situation are needed. For examplestacted area such
as a fenced yard or a pen is needed for somelpetaalks on a leash may work well for others.

Q: Who buys food and toys for fostered animals?
A: The foster parent is responsible for buying fomys, etc for the foster animal while in it istheir care.

Q: What about veterinary care needs and costs?

A: The Humane Society maintains a health progranvdccinations, worming, etc and any other requiredlth
care. You would be responsible for taking the ahim&he vet for scheduled care, but the HumaneeBppay the
bill.

Q: What if behavior problems of the pet or changesn my home make the foster care arrangement impossi
ble?
A: Things happen. In unresolvable problems ocaoomtact the shelter and other arrangements will dem

Q: Can foster caregivers adopt a fostered pet?

A: You can adopt if you want (since the Humane 8gogoal is to find animals good homes and we'drbey to
say no), but is it important to remember that ferwpractical reasons, you just cannot keep eveimal (your
mother told you this). The adoption fee will neede paid if you decide to adopt the animal.



Choosing the right dog for your family and lifegtybkes time and research. Many potential pet cwauer torn be-
tween the longing to rescue an animal from a shatftd the desire to own a purebred pet. It is piesshowever, to
fill both needs by visiting your local humane shelbr rescue organization.

"Animal shelters are a great source for purebresl,'psaid Betsy McFarland of The Humane SocietthefUnited
States. "Not only do they have a wonderful selectibadult animals for adoption, but they also hkittens and
puppies. In fact, 25% to 30% of the dogs in sheléee purebred.”

The purebred facts

Before considering a purebred pet, it's importantrtderstand what the term means. Purebreds condoanspecific
"breed standard," offering the advantage of knowih@t general physical and behavioral charactesistincluding
size, appearance, and temperament -- that brdi&dlisto have.

However, purchasing a purebred is not a guararitgeaal health and temperament. The only thing ffagérs" from
purebred dog and cat registry organizations ceditpat there is information regarding the lineagd identity of the
pet. Purebred papers are also not an assuranocetirgtet will be exactly like his breed profile.

Benefits of shelter adoption

Shelters want to be sure that the adoption is peemtaso they will provide lots of support in thaoation process.
Shelter counselors will assist you in determinirigaln type or breed will be best for your familyifestyle. Many
shelters also provide follow-up assistance, sugheaparenting and dog-training classes, medicaices, and be-
havior counseling. If you prefer, they can refeu yo providers of these services.

Shelter adoption fees vary, but are much lessdHamreeder's or retail pet store's purchase pridditidnally, if you
adopt your pet from a shelter, he has most likkbealy been vaccinated, dewormed, and spayed ¢eneel) saving
you hundreds of dollars in veterinary expensesroiwing number of shelters now microchip pets ad.wel

Try a breed rescue group
An excellent source of purebred animals is a bresdue group. These organizations are usuallyydodal or na-
tional breed clubs, or dedicated individuals whe @avocates for a particular breed.

Good rescuers will try to match each applicant viligh appropriate dog, so be ready to answer & kpi@stions
about your home and lifestyle. Most rescue groepsire an application to be completed by poteatigipters be-
fore even meeting a pet.

In general, rescue dogs are more than six montharal are housetrained. They often end up as resaause
families were not prepared for the temperamentceg of the particular type of pet. Many dogs aee@tl in rescue
when their original owners are unable to caretient due to financial or lifestyle change or illness

Adoption strategy

If you decide to adopt from a shelter or rescu@tdme surprised or discouraged if there are nmalsi available on
your first visit. Speak with a counselor about yohoice of pet, and have your name put on a walitihgThe shelter
will call you when an animal matching your prefezemecomes available.

To learn more about purebred rescue, visit the A¥eBsite at www.akc.org/breeds/rescue.cfm. Petfinder
(www.petfinder.com) also features a searchablebdatof over 100,000 animals that need homes fr@nx000
animal shelters and adoption organizations acresthited States.
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